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ARTICLE 19
Identification of stations
Note:  This document is a condensed version of the complete Article 19 in the Radio Regulations 2012.  It focuses on “Amateur station identification and Call Signs”.  If in any doubt on details please refer to the original Regulations, including all the “Footnotes”.  Some of the original English is not very clear since cross references are made between the clauses in Article 19.  Some highlighting is used to identify key clauses for amateur call signs.

Section I − General provisions

19.1
§ 1
All transmissions shall be capable of being identified either by identification signals or by other means
.

19.2
§ 2
1)
All transmissions with false or misleading identification are prohibited.
19.4

3)
All transmissions in the following services should, except as provided in Nos. 19.13 to 19.15, carry identification signals:
19.5
a)
amateur service;

19.6
b)
broadcasting service;

19.7
c)
fixed service in the bands below 28 000 kHz;

19.8
d)
mobile service;

19.9
e)
standard frequency and time signal service.

19.12

6)
When identification signals are transmitted they shall comply with the provisions of this Article.
19.16
§ 3
In transmissions carrying identification signals a station shall be identified by a call sign, by a maritime mobile service identity or by other recognized means of identification …etc….
19.17
§ 4
For transmissions carrying identification signals, in order that stations may be readily identified, each station shall transmit its identification as frequently as practicable during the course of transmissions, including those made for tests, adjustments or experiments.  During such transmissions, however, identification signals shall be transmitted at least hourly, preferably within the period from five minutes before to five minutes after the hour (UTC) unless to do so would cause unreasonable interruption of traffic, in which case identification shall be given at the beginning and end of transmissions.
19.18
§ 5
Identification signals shall wherever practicable be in one of the following forms:
19.19
a)
speech, using simple amplitude or frequency modulation;
19.20
b)
international Morse code transmitted at manual speed;

19.21
c)
a telegraph code compatible with conventional printing equipment;

19.22
d)
any other form recommended by the Radiocommunication Sector.

19.23
§ 6
To the extent possible the identification signal should be transmitted in accordance with relevant ITU‑R Recommendations.

19.28
§ 11
Each Member State reserves the right to establish its own measures for identifying its stations used for national defence.  However, it shall use, as far as possible, call signs recognizable as such, and containing the distinctive characters of its nationality.
Section II − Allocation of international series and assignment of call signs

19.28A
§ 11A
1)
For the purpose of the supply of identification signals, a territory or geographical area shall be understood to mean the territory within the limits of which the station is located.  For mobile stations, it shall be understood to mean the territory within the limits of which the responsible administration is located.  A territory which does not have full responsibility for its international relations shall also be considered as a geographical area for this purpose.

19.28B

2)
In all documents of the Union where the terms allocation of call sign series and assignment of call signs are to be used, they shall be used with the following meaning:

	Identification means
	Terms used in these Regulations

	International series of call signs (including maritime identification digits (MIDs) and selective call numbers)
	Allocation to the administration of a Member State (see definition in No. 1002 of the Constitution)

	Call signs (including maritime identification digits (MIDs) and selective call numbers)
	Assignment by any administration to stations operating in a territory or geographical area (see No. 19.28A)


19.29
§ 12
1)
All stations open to international public correspondence, all amateur stations, and other stations which are capable of causing harmful interference beyond the boundaries of the territory or geographical area in which they are located, shall have call signs from the international series allocated to its administration as given in the Table of Allocation of International Call Sign Series in Appendix 42.

19.38
§ 19
1)
Each administration shall choose the call signs from the international series allocated or supplied to it; and shall notify this information to the Secretary-General together with the information which is to appear in Lists I, IV and V.  These notifications do not include call signs assigned to amateur and experimental stations.     (WRC‑07)
Section III − Formation of call signs

19.45
§ 21
1)
The twenty‑six letters of the alphabet, as well as digits in the cases specified below, may be used to form call signs.  Accented letters are excluded.

19.46

2)
However, the following combinations shall not be used as call signs:

19.47
a)
combinations which might be confused with distress signals or with other signals of a similar nature;

19.48
b)
combinations in Recommendation ITU‑R M.1172 that are reserved for the abbreviations to be used in radiocommunication services.     (WRC‑03)  [e.g. “Q” codes]
19.49
(SUP - WRC‑03)

19.50
§ 22
Call signs in the international series are formed as indicated in Nos. 19.51 to 19.71. The first two characters shall be two letters or a letter followed by a digit or a digit followed by a letter.  The first two characters or in certain cases the first character of a call sign constitute the nationality identification
.
19.67

Amateur and experimental stations
19.68
§ 30
1)
–
one character (provided that it is the letter B, F, G, I, K, M, N, R or W) and a single digit (other than 0 or 1), followed by a group of not more than four characters, the last of which shall be a letter, or
–
two characters and a single digit (other than 0 or 1), followed by a group of not more than four characters, the last of which shall be a letter.
     (WRC‑03)
19.68A

1A)
On special occasions, for temporary use, administrations may authorize use of call signs with more than the four characters referred to in No. 19.68.     (WRC‑03)
19.69

2)
However, the prohibition of the use of the digits 0 and 1 does not apply to amateur stations.
Section IV − Identification of stations using radiotelephony

19.72
§ 32
Stations using radiotelephony shall be identified as indicated in Nos. 19.73 to 19.82A.     (WRC‑03)
19.82A
§ 35A
Amateur stations and experimental stations
–
a call sign (see No. 19.68).     (WRC‑03)
Section V − Selective call numbers in the maritime mobile service

Section VI − Identities in the maritime mobile service    (WRC‑12)
Section VII − Special provisions

----------------------------------------------------
� 	19.1.1	In the present state of the technique, it is recognized nevertheless that the transmission of identifying signals for certain radio systems (e.g. radiodetermination, radio relay systems and space systems) is not always possible.


� 	19.50.1	For call sign series beginning with B, F, G, I, K, M, N, R, W and 2, only the first character is required for nationality identification. In the cases of half series (i.e. when the first two characters are allocated to more than one Member State), the first three characters are required for nationality identification.     (WRC�03)


� 	19.68.1	In the case of half series (i.e. when the first two characters are allocated to more than one Member State), the first three characters are required for nationality identification. In such cases, the call sign shall consist of three characters followed by a single digit and a group of not more than three characters, the last of which shall be a letter.     (WRC�07)
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